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The days of seeing a shiny new Other Press on those little metal stands every 
week has unfortunately come to an end. 
No, we haven’t completely 
overhauled our distribution schedule 
like some newsrooms have over the 
past few years, and there’s no worries 
of us going online-only anytime soon. 
What’s actually happening is what has 
happened every summer semester for 
as long as I can remember (so, like, 
at least three or four years ago); We’re 
headed into summer scheduling. 
This means that instead of a 
brand new Other Press arriving in your 
hallways, cafeterias, and classrooms every 
week, we’re switching over to monthly 
publishing—if only from May to August. 
Unfortunately for those of you taking 
summer classes, there simply aren’t 
enough of you around campus to justify 
weekly issues, and a few of our more 
selfish employees have had the ridiculous 
idea of actually enjoying some time off 
while it’s sunny out. (Yes, I’m guilty.)
But there is something of a silver-
lining to all of this, as slower turnover 
means that our brave journalists will have 
just that much more time to investigate, 
interview, write, and report by the time 
the next issue rolls out of the printers. It 
also gives us some free time to get down to 
the nitty gritty of how we want to run the 
paper, and exactly what changes we plan 
to make in the lead up to September. 
We will still be hosting meetings 
throughout the summer, so if you’ve ever 
wanted to check out how this paper is 
actually created, you can swing by our 
office at around 6:30 pm on Monday, 
April 30, Monday, June 4, Monday July 
9, or Monday, August 6 (though this 
schedule is not concrete, so feel free to 
email me at the address provided below 
beforehand, just to be sure). Our room 
number can also be found below, and we’re 
just past the gym on the ground floor. 
It has been a pleasure, a privilege, and 
an honour to run the Other Press as Editor-
in-Chief during our weekly publication, 
and I’ve been proud to see our writers and 
editors improve throughout the past year. 
While this isn’t an official goodbye from 
me just yet, it does seem like the most 
hectic, non-stop, and, ultimately, fullfilling 
part of this job has come to an end. 
So, be sure to keep an eye out for a new 
OP on the stands throughout the summer, 
and if you’ve ever thought about working 
for a newspaper, we provide the perfect 
training grounds. Positions will be open for 
application come August (yes, including 
the position of Editor-in-Chief), so feel free 
to polish off the resume and send it on it. 
We’ll be happy to have you. 
Cheers, 
Chandler Walter
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The dreaded finals season has returned to Douglas College. 
Information will be crammed, 
textbooks will be skimmed, and 
celebratory beverages will, eventually, 
be consumed, and while Douglas 
College may not be able to help you 
with that last one (at least not as far as 
alcohol is concerned), they are most 
certainly stepping up for the first two. 
Study Hall has opened up at 
Douglas College’s New Westminster 
Campus, allowing students an ideal 
place to cram for those finals alongside 
other students who are as equally, if 
not more so, totally freaked out. 
To keep the cranial juices flowing—
and to stop people from accidentally 
napping in their textbooks—the college 
is offering free coffee throughout the 
week within the glass fishbowl area, 
along with study tips to help out any 
struggling students. The Study Hall 
will run from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. April 
9 to 13 and again April 16 to 20. 
Tristiana Allwood, a first-year 
Douglas College student, had not 
been planning to attend the Study 
Hall, though said it was more to 
do with the fact that she didn’t 
know it was occurring, rather 
than lacking a need to study. 
“I didn’t know about it,” 
she said when asked. 
Instead, Allwood has made plans 
to study for finals with a group of 
friends that she met in class, who had 
been put together for a class project, 
but then decided to stick together 
throughout the rest of the year. 
“We became friends. We had to 
do [work together] through group 
projects, so I guess it was kind of 
teacher-instructed, but we just kind of 
became closer, kept it going,” Allwood 
said during an interview with the 
Other Press. “We’ve all made a group 
message and have been helping each 
other out throughout the year.”
Allwood said that the group is 
definitely a help when it comes to 
studying, as the set plans keep her from 
procrastinating. However, she also stated 
that, on occasion, it can be something of 
a distraction to study alongside friends. 
“Sometimes it can be distracting, 
depending on the day or what we’re 
actually doing, but sometime it’s 
just nice to get out of the house, 
come and study, and bounce ideas 
off of each other,” she said. 
While Allwood may not be 
attending the Study Hall at Douglas 
College, other students are encouraged 
to use the area to ready themselves for 
finals, as it may even offer the same 
draw that Allwood finds with her study 
group: A reason to get out of the house. 
Douglas College hosting Study Hall 
in New West campus’ fishbowl
öö Free coffee will be provided
Chandler Walter
Editor-in-Chief
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Reviews are a big part of what influences the movies we see or 
where we go to dinner, so why should 
it be any different for education? 
Douglas College students are 
being urged to fill out their end-of-
semester instructor evaluations, and 
one instructor stated that it is an 
important tool for keeping professors 
accountable and content relevant. 
Nina Blanes, a health sciences 
instructor at Douglas College, 
wrote a post on Douglas 360° 
to emphasize that point. 
“At Douglas College, student 
evaluations are a key part of ensuring 
a quality learning experience,” 
Blanes wrote. “This feedback process 
allows students to participate more 
fully in the learning experience and 
increases instructor accountability to 
ensure that their content is relevant 
and being effectively delivered.” 
She also stated that Douglas College 
started a pilot program in 2016 to allow 
for course evaluation from students, 
meaning that students are not only 
evaluating how their instructors were 
throughout the semester, but also 
the curriculum that was offered. 
“Faculty are guided by the 
curriculum guideline, however, if 75 per 
cent of students say an assignment is 
confusing or the readings are too heavy, 
then there is a very justifiable reason 
for the instructor to review learning 
outcomes,” Nina wrote in the article. 
“Education settings should be adaptable 
and this type of feedback format is 
an effective way of ensuring changes 
are made when needed, as opposed to 
platforms life ratemyprofessor.com.” 
While it is clear that Douglas 
College-supplied evaluations are 
an important tool for instructors, 
some students wouldn’t count 
ratemyprofessor.com out as being any 
less essential to the learning experience. 
Alysha Reddish, a student at 
Douglas College, stated that, while she 
hasn’t written anything on the website, 
she uses ratemyprofessor.com before 
signing up for classes at Douglas. 
“Honestly, I would say I check 
it [every time]. I would say it’s pretty 
important,” Reddish said in an interview 
with the Other Press. “You can see, 
in whatever subject that you’re in, 
which prof would be the best for you, 
learning-wise, [because] people will 
comment about how they teach.” 
Reddish also said that, while she 
has filled out a few of the Douglas 
College instructor evaluations for 
classes she had taken in the past, 
ratemyprofessor.com had more valuable 
information for her as a student.
With the semester coming to a 
close and a new one right around the 
corner, it’s clear that both students and 
instructors benefit from students filling 
out evaluations, be it through the school, 
on ratemyprofessor.com, or, ideally, both. 
Kinder Morgan has announced that they have halted all non-
essential spending on the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project. 
The news has Canadians either 
shouting for joy or grinding their teeth 
in frustration. It has been five years since 
Kinder Morgan applied to Canadian 
National Energy Board to build the 
pipeline, and it has been a rocky road 
ever since. The struggle between 
environmentalists and proponents of 
the pipeline has been long and bitter, 
and it appears to be coming to a head.  
Despite the excitement of 
environmental groups like Greenpeace, 
some say it might be too soon to 
celebrate. On Twitter, Alberta Premier 
Rachel Notley was adamant that the 
project would not be stopped. 
“If we have to, Alberta is prepared 
to do whatever it takes to get this 
pipeline built—including taking a 
public position in the pipeline. Put 
another way, Alberta is prepared to 
be an investor in the pipeline. This 
pipeline will be built,” she wrote.   
In one of her tweets, Notley targeted 
BC directly, and reiterated that the 
construction of the Trans Mountain 
Pipeline would not be stopped for long.  
“We will be bringing forward 
legislation giving our gov’t the powers 
it needs to impose serious economic 
consequences on British Columbia if its 
government continues on its present 
course. Let me be absolutely clear, they 
cannot mess with Alberta,” she wrote. 
Notley is not the only one who 
is confident that the pipeline will be 
completed. In an interview with the 
Other Press, Douglas College Earth and 
Environmental Science instructor David 
Waddington expressed his certainty 
that the project would continue. 
“The project is too important to 
Canada for the federal government 
to step away, so they will make the 
project happen, and the pipeline will 
go ahead,” he said. “BC was brought 
into Confederation through a federal 
project—the CPR—[which other] parts 
of the country opposed, but the federal 
government pressed on to completion, 
and I believe that will happen with 
the Trans Mountain Pipeline. The 
complex and ironic story is that building 
a pipeline to ship oil will give us a 
carbon-reducing deal with Alberta and 
other provinces and will actually have 
a positive impact on the climate.”
Still, environmental groups 
are hopeful. Greenpeace posted a 
quote by Mike Hudema, climate and 
energy campaigner, on Twitter.
“The writing is on the wall, and 
even Kinder Morgan can read it. 
Investors should note that the opposition 
to this project is strong, deep, and 
gets bigger by the day,” he stated. 
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Kinder Morgan suspends 
pipeline spending 
öö Tensions rise between Alberta and BC
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
Reviewing profs’ performance 
important for instructors, students
öö Students urged to fill out evaluation forms
Chandler Walter
Editor-in-Chief
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On April 10, therapy dogs visited the Douglas College New 
Westminster campus to spend time 
with students. The dogs were with the 
Pacific Animal Therapy Society (PATS), 
part of Assistance Dogs International, 
which trains pets to assist people 
with any disability or need apart from 
blindness. Animal therapy has been 
growing in colleges and universities 
worldwide, and Douglas College and 
other BC institutions will often bring 
them in during midterms and finals to 
help students relieve stress with head 
scratches and a comforting dog presence.
Attending events like this is a 
common way for new puppies to get 
comfortable around large, loud crowds 
by meeting so many new people. As 
such, almost all the dogs present on 
April 10 were around one year old, 
and still getting used to the job. They 
can often get skittish or tired and will 
need a solid day of recovery time after 
a therapy event. For both the dogs 
and their owners, this is a real and 
serious job. Though all puppies enjoy 
belly rubs and attention, the constant 
socializing can easily get exhausting, 
and the dogs require strict training 
to keep themselves controlled. This 
training is also why a service dog 
walking with a person should never be 
disturbed without express permission 
of their owner, as it can easily confuse 
the dog about what counts as play 
time and what counts as work time.
The dogs at the event were pets 
owned by volunteers who donated their 
time to help both the students and 
the puppies. While some volunteers 
raise service dogs for a living, others 
are ordinary pet owners who wanted 
to help out. PATS and Assistance Dogs 
International are built to accommodate 
and provide training for both. There 
are also naming conventions for each 
litter. Some of the dogs at the event were 
named after dance styles or blues artists. 
After training is finished, most dogs 
will be able to fetch food or water from a 
fridge, pick up dropped items, assist with 
dressing and household activities, and 
provide stable companionship for their 
human. Therapy events like the one at 
Douglas are a huge help for the puppies 
to learn how to control their impulses 
to help humans throughout their day, 
whether as a specific disability assistance 
animal or just as a friendly pet.
Royal Roads University has just partnered with Douglas College 
to enable students to transfer 
their Youth Justice Diploma to 
the Victoria-based school.
The agreement will allow Douglas 
College students to transfer into third-
year Bachelor of Arts in Justice Studies. 
This new agreement follows in the wake 
of many others, with previous transfer 
agreements including BA in Professional 
Communication, BA in International 
Hotel Management, BS in Environmental 
Management and Science, and a 
BA in Interdisciplinary Studies. 
According to the Douglas College 
webpage, the majority of the Justice 
Studies program is offered online, with 
short on-campus residencies mixed in. 
Karla Gronsdahl, dean of child, 
family, and community studies 
at Douglas College, said in an 
interview with the Other Press that 
this agreement is rather unique.
“The RRU degree is a very 
appealing option because it allows 
students to remain in their own 
communities and even work while 
finishing their credential. Anytime 
we can help students continue 
their education and open more 
doors to meaningful employment, 
we have succeeded,” she said. 
According to the Royal Roads 
University webpage, the school has 
a long and engaging history. 
“Located in one of Canada’s most 
beautiful National Historic Sites, Royal 
Roads University has a long history of 
excellence. In 2015, we celebrated 75 
years of leadership and learning—55 
years as a military college and 20 
years as a public applied research 
university,” the webpage stated.  
The school also totes its 
online learning model, which it 
calls effective and unique. 
“Our online learning model allows 
you to continue working while you 
complete your degree. The program 
begins with a short, on-campus 
residency that allows you to meet the 
rest of the learners in your cohort, 
followed by distance courses that 
deliver the theoretical and information-
based material,” the webpage stated.  
According to the Douglas 
College webpage, Youth Justice 
Instructor Meaghan Dougherty 
expressed that getting a BA can 
help students in the long run. 
“More of our students are choosing 
to continue on with a bachelor’s degree. 
Having another option for students 
to complete their BA opens up a lot of 
opportunities,” she said on the website. 
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Therapy dogs visit Douglas College 
for training and comfort
New transfer agreement for 
Youth Justice Diploma
öö Volunteers donate their time to help students and puppies with their work
öö Douglas College and Royal Roads University partner up
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca  O ‘Nutshell’ novel review
 O Local markets, museums, and more
 O Brava without breaking the bank
And more!
The Chelsea Hotel has seen some of the biggest and greatest artists of the last 
century—Arthur C. Clarke wrote 2001: A 
Space Odyssey there, Andy Warhol and 
his film star Viva called it home, and even 
Madonna spent time there in the ’80s. 
Leonard Cohen, however, is probably most 
intimately associated with the hotel. He 
is famously known to have had an affair 
with Janis Joplin there in 1968, and later 
wrote two songs about his experiences 
in the infamous New York landmark. 
The play Chelsea Hotel: The Songs of 
Leonard Cohen reworks the songwriter’s 
discography to follow a love-sick writer’s 
own stint at the hotel. Cohen struggles 
to come to terms with the women of his 
past and the woman of his present who 
both inspires and distracts him from his 
next song. His music does not just inspire 
the plot—it is the plot and accounts for 
the only dialogue between characters, 
a testament to the transcendence of 
his lyrics. The production is made 
up of six performers who play a 
total of 17 different instruments.
The production originally debuted 
in 2012 and has been performed over 
250 times across Canada. Tracey Power, 
a BC born and bred actor, playwright, 
and director, created and wrote the play, 
which has received an Ovation Awards for 
“Outstanding Ensemble Production” and 
for “Outstanding Director,” along with 
nominations from the Jessie Richardson 
Theatre Award, Calgary Theatre Critics’ 
Award, and Elizabeth Sterling Haynes 
Award. The show became known as 
“the make-out show” as attendees were 
often caught cuddled up—let’s say 
they were inspired by Cohen’s music.
In the play’s program, Donna 
Spencer, Firehall Arts Centre’s artistic 
director, explains why the play was 
revived seven years after its debut. 
“When he passed away in 2016, Tracey 
[Power] came to my office where we 
shared the grief of his loss as many, many 
others were doing at the same time,” she 
said. “His words and music have touched 
so many and been interpreted around 
the globe by countless numbers of artists 
but Tracey and Steve’s [musical director] 
work holds a special place for Vancouver 
audiences. After over 250 performances 
including tours around Canada, it seemed 
only natural for this wonderful and 
well-loved production to be part of the 
Firehall’s 35th anniversary season. It was, 
also, a way in which we could honour 
Mr. Cohen, himself, and say thank you.” 
It’s a fitting tribute, and an amazing 
experience to attend a show like this in 
such a small venue—the auditorium 
only seats about 100 people maximum. 
The intimacy of the venue means the 
audience actually gets to feel the music 
played on stage, with the actors only 
metres away from them. Benjamin Elliot, 
an original cast member, is absolutely 
dazzling and steals the show as the 
writer’s personal bellhop. The show’s 
female performers, Marlene Ginader, 
Kayla Nickel, and Krystle Don Santos, all 
have beautiful, rich voices which shine 
together and on their own. The writer, 
personified by Adrian Glynn McMorran, 
is played with powerful subtlety. 
While the show only runs until April 
21, the Firehall Arts Centre is always 
putting on great shows, so make sure to 
check out what they have coming up!
Despite how many people assume that games are strictly for children 
and that, as we get older, we should 
focus on more “adult” pursuits, I 
rarely come across board games that 
I would consider “kid friendly.” 
Whether it is in subject matter or 
rule complexity, many games nowadays 
tend to be made for a more mature 
audience. Even classics like Clue or 
Monopoly are heavy when it comes 
to subject matter. How nice it was 
to come across a game that, though 
aimed at a younger audience, still 
has enough complexity and breadth 
to keep adults entertained too?
Tales and Games: The Hare and the 
Tortoise (2011) is a card-driven betting 
game for two to five people designed by 
Gary Kim and published by IELLO. In 
the game, players place two bets—one 
random, one chosen—on who will win 
the rematch between the Hare and the 
Tortoise, with challengers the Wolf, 
Fox, and Sheep also participating. 
Players take turns laying down cards 
in order to move the racers, with each 
racer moving in a different way at a 
different speed. First, second and third 
place score points, and the player with 
the most points wins the game. 
Each round of the game is very fast, 
and the whole game can be completed 
in less than half an hour, allowing 
multiple games to be played in a session. 
The whimsical setting and simple 
rules allow the game to be played by 
children, but it still has enough strategy 
and complexity to be stimulating to 
parents. Rather than a simple roll-
and-move mechanic, the card-based 
play and character-based movement 
give the game depth and allow players 
more control over the game.
This game is the third in IELLO’s 
Tales and Games series—the other 
two being The Three Little Pigs (2013) 
and Baba Yaga (2013). These games are 
kid-friendly and include the in the box 
several folk tales related to the subject. 
In the case of The Hare and the Tortoise, 
it comes with versions of the familiar 
tale by Aesop, Jean de La Fontaine, 
and Benoît de La Flaque, adding to 
the educational value of the piece. 
I would recommend this game 
to anyone with children, or as a gift 
for a child. It is a great introduction 
to the wonderful experiences 
that board games can be.
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Chairman of the Board: A good start
öö ‘The Hare and the Tortoise’ board game review
Remembering Leonard Cohen
öö The Firehall Arts Centre’s ‘Chelsea Hotel’ pays homage
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
Ed Appleby
Senior Columnist
… though aimed at a younger audience, [it] 
still has enough complexity and breadth 
to keep adults entertained too.”
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Authors have given us countless interesting, loveable, despicable, 
or otherwise beguiling narrators. 
Often, an intriguing narrator is what 
draws us towards a novel in the first 
place. I found that to be the case with 
Ian McEwan’s 2016 novel Nutshell. 
It’s essentially a modern-day 
retelling of Shakespeare’s classic tragedy 
Hamlet, but with an intriguing twist: 
The novel is narrated by a fetus. He 
learns, through eavesdropping (he can 
do little else), that his mother and his 
uncle are plotting to kill his father. 
Those familiar with the original play 
will already see the parallels, but others 
will, I think, enjoy it all the same. 
It has all the power of Shakespeare 
combined with the incredible 
storytelling skills of McEwan, who is 
best known for the novel Atonement, 
which was later adapted to film.
McEwan’s narrator is no 
ignorant child; he already has a fully-
formed, intelligent personality. The 
protagonist’s vocabulary is endlessly 
impressive, and he’s equipped with 
a dry wit which lends the novel a 
superbly dark sense of humour. 
The novel opens with the following 
exposition: “So here I am, upside down 
in a woman.” Frustrated by his lack of 
agency, yet relentlessly opinionated, 
the narrator is one of the most 
memorable I have ever encountered. 
Nutshell is also packed with 
suspense—it’s a psychological thriller 
unlike any other. Despite being 
inspired by one of Shakespeare’s 
most famous tragedies, Nutshell still 
manages to surprise and delight.
For those who look to novels for 
social commentary, Nutshell won’t 
disappoint. The unborn narrator has 
learned about the world around him 
(our world) from news broadcasts and 
podcasts—the same ways that many of 
us receive information. He has a lot to 
say about the issues we currently face, 
and, as eager as he is to join the world, 
he is also filled with trepidation. News 
of the refugee crisis, climate change, 
and other global crises 
fill him first with dread, 
and then with defiant 
optimism. He remarks 
that “pessimism is too 
easy, delicious even, 
the badge and plume of 
intellectuals everywhere 
… We’ll always be 
troubled by how things 
are—that’s how it stands 
with the difficult gift 
of consciousness.”
We might be able 
to learn something from 
this innocent narrator, 
who describes himself as 
a “blank slate.” Nutshell 
is entertaining, but it 
also imparts a valuable 
message about tragedies 
in fiction and reality. 
When the news acts as 
a constant stream of 
grim pessimism, when we feel that the 
world is broken, we’re tempted to look 
away, to give up. Novels like Nutshell 
remind us not to lose hope, and to 
act when we can, if we can. McEwan’s 
narrator might be powerless, but we 
are not. As an update and adaptation of 
Hamlet, Nutshell reaffirms the power 
of stories to influence each other, 
to be told and retold, and to help us 
understand our tempestuous world.
Podcasts, bad dreams, 
and murderous schemes
öö ‘Nutshell’ novel review
Ethan Gibson
Contributor
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Breaking Benjamin’s new album Ember isn’t the most innovative record 
they’ve ever released, but long-time fans 
of the hard rockers will find comfort in 
their characteristic grungy intensity.
Ember is no magnum opus, nor 
is it the triumphant return after a six-
year hiatus and major lineup change 
that 2015’s Dark Before Dawn was. Yet 
it is powerful and emotional, with its 
heavy songs hitting harder and deeper 
than before, with its softer sounds 
attaining a greater poignancy, to create 
one refined, well-assembled record.
The album has a total run time 
of 38 minutes and 45 seconds over 12 
tracks, including one brief instrumental 
intro track and a slightly longer outro. 
Of the 10 remaining songs, most of 
them delve deeply—thematically and 
lyrically—into the self-reflective angst 
that one expects from Breaking Benjamin. 
However, whereas previous records 
invoked a sense of gritty resilience in the 
face of devastation, this one resonates 
with a more sombre, desolate note. 
Unfortunately, the message and musical 
imagery get a little repetitive by the end.
“Feed the Wolf,” the first track 
after the intro, is a powerful, heavy-
hitting start, with a strong riff and a 
chorus that overlays frontman Ben 
Burnley’s melodic, clean vocals with 
raw, forceful growls—a vocal balance 
that carries throughout the album. 
Burnley’s screams are particularly 
strong in lead single “Red Cold River.” 
It’s clear that family has become a big 
deal for Burnley, whose first child was 
born in 2014, since the music video for 
this single shows a father searching 
desperately for his missing daughter. The 
bandleader’s devotion to familial bonds 
imbues the track with utmost intensity. 
Some of the tracks off Ember 
sound naggingly familiar to a listener 
who knows Breaking Benjamin’s prior 
catalogue. “Tourniquet,” “Psycho,” 
“Down,” and “Blood” sound almost like 
direct, derivative, heavier continuations 
of the band’s two previous albums. 
“Tourniquet” especially is reminiscent of 
“Bury Me Alive” from Dark Before Dawn, 
both sonically and thematically, with 
the same subject of being smothered 
beneath an antagonist (whether an 
inner demon or a toxic lover). 
“The Dark of You,” in the middle of 
the track list of Ember, is a refreshing 
change of pace as a softer, slower-paced, 
resonantly melodic tune. The chorus’ 
mellow, yet intense “Fade away to the 
wicked world we left” is chillingly moving, 
yet this song’s balladic quality doesn’t at all 
detract from the momentum of the album.
One of the strongest tracks is “Torn 
in Two.” Although its introduction 
sounds almost identical to “Breaking 
the Silence” off Dark Before Dawn, 
“Torn in Two” swiftly makes up for it 
through verses sung with a touch of 
cynical acrimony, a syncopated rhythm 
that begs revisiting on replays, and 
lyrical harmonizing in the chorus.
“Save Yourself” is another swift, 
driving track that embodies the record’s 
grim resignation toward a bitter end. 
Angry, growl-filled verses jump keys 
into the unexpectedly energetic, lilting 
chorus. The track flows smoothly into 
“Close Your Eyes,” which is similar 
in quick tempo but one of the most 
positive tracks on this darker record, 
with a final promise of “Hold on / just 
hold on / I will keep you here inside / 
Just close your eyes.” Comparatively 
cheery, but it’s an unexceptional 
ending as a lead-in to the minute-and-
a-half-long instrumental finale.
Ember brings a solid sound, 
but regrettably, nothing from it 
particularly stands out—on the album 
itself, or from Breaking Benjamin’s 
established repertoire, aside from the 
stepping up of heaviness. However, 
the slight derivativeness of their 
songs also makes them infectiously 
catchy, so repeated re-listens may 
churn up a deeper appreciation.
Heavier, melancholier, but definitely 
still Breaking Benjamin
öö ‘Ember’ album review
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
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Summer is a fantastic season for finding free events and entertainment 
around Metro Vancouver. With 
Arts events and shows at Douglas 
winding down, it’s the perfect time 
to explore, enjoy the sunshine, and 
check out some budget-friendly, 
community-based offerings that 
you’ve always been too busy for during 
the fall and winter semesters.
Galleries and museums
Douglas College isn’t completely Arts-
free in the summer! On the fourth 
floor of the New Westminster campus, 
the Amelia Douglas Gallery is open 
for most of the summer. Its newest 
exhibit The Pacific and Other Stories, 
featuring glass and canvas artwork by 
Robert Gary Parkes and Denise Dupre, 
runs from April 26 to June 23, with a 
free opening reception on April 26.
After that, the gallery reopens 
on August 11 with Landlocked? And 
Flotsam Fixation by Tiki Mulvihill, 
filling the space of the gallery and 
adjacent wall of the Laura C. Muir 
Theatre with nautical-themed sculptures 
and installations. Mulvilhill’s show is 
part of the New Westminster Cultural 
Crawl, a free festival from August 10 to 12 
celebrating arts and culture in the city.
Just down the hill from the 
New Westminster campus, Anvil 
Centre houses the New Westminster 
Museum & Archives, the cutting-edge, 
technologically innovative New Media 
Gallery, and the Community Art Space. 
Other cities in the Lower Mainland 
also have their own (usually free or 
by donation) heritage museums and 
small art galleries, which are always 
worth a visit to immerse yourself in 
some local history and culture.
Live music
The Metro Vancouver area has a 
plethora of outdoor music festivals, 
with large occasions like the Canada 
Day celebrations and the PNE Fair’s 
lineup, but also plenty of smaller-
scale events, including the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra’s outdoor concert 
at Deer Lake Park (July 8 this year) and 
Coquitlam’s summer concert series 
at Town Centre Park Plaza on several 
dates in July through September.
It’s also the season for open-air 
markets, most of which offer live 
performances of music, dance, and more. 
The huge Richmond Night Market opens 
in May, and there’s also the Lonsdale 
Quay Shipyard Night Market on Fridays, 
the fully-licensed Fridays on Front 
market at New West opening in July, 
and the many farmer’s markets that 
crop up around these months. These 
markets offer the complementary—
and often complimentary—
atmosphere of wandering through 
open-air stalls and stopping to 
appreciate the live entertainment.
Movie nights
Many municipalities host outdoor movie 
nights for anyone to attend—all you 
really need is a blanket, maybe some 
snacks, and good company (or not!). Last 
year, New Westminster hosted movies 
on Fridays throughout July and August 
in Queen’s Park, and just about every 
other city does something similar. 
A lot of these tend to be general-
audience-friendly films, with a lot 
of Disney classics and other family 
favourites. The Stanley Park 
Summer Cinema series looks to have 
a particularly fun set, starting with 
The Lego Batman Movie on July 4 and 
ending with Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 2 on August 22. Keep an eye out for 
news of movie lineups, and for other 
more local events of a similar sort, 
from cities and community centres. 
Summer events at Douglas College 
and around Vancouver
öö Local markets, museums, and more
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
What comes to mind when you think of opera?
Maybe you think of bourgeois 
people with too much time and money 
on their hands. Maybe you think of 
your grandparents watching Vikings 
sing in Italian. Maybe you think of 
Sydney’s iconic opera house.
However, the people behind the 
scenes at Vancouver Opera want to 
change this, and have made efforts to 
make the opera accessible, especially 
to a younger demographic with their 
40 under 40 program, which offers 
seats to young patrons for $40.
This program isn’t new. I first 
took advantage of the discount tickets 
in 2014, and it has allowed me to see 
several fantastic productions ever since. 
You might even be surprised by what is 
considered opera (for the record, it’s a 
work of art where most of its dialogue 
is sung). While Vancouver Opera has 
produced classic works like Giovani 
Puccini’s Turandot and Georges Bizet’s 
Carmen, it has also put out more modern 
pieces like Stephen Sondheim’s Sweeney 
Todd and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Evita. 
Vancouver Opera even picks up new and 
innovative works, like Shane Koyczan’s 
Stickboy, a refreshing fusion of opera and 
spoken word. Don’t speak French, Italian, 
or Russian? Don’t fret—all productions 
(even English language shows) are 
accompanied by subtitles above the stage.
Vancouver Opera introduced its 
festival last season as a way to produce 
smaller works in addition to larger 
productions at the Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre and Vancouver Playhouse. 
Headlining this year’s festival 
are Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s Eugene 
Onegin and James Rolfe’s The 
Overcoat: A Musical Tailoring.
Eugene Onegin, a classic by beloved 
Russian composer Tchaikovsky, tells 
a sombre story of two sisters whose 
wistfulness and naivety are shattered 
by two young men, who enter as friends 
but are quickly torn apart by jealousy 
and violence. Titular character Eugene 
Onegin has it all, only to discard in a fit 
of pique before coming to regret losing 
his friends and romantic prospects. 
Eugine Onegin will play April 
29, May 3, and May 5 at the Queen 
Elizabeth Theatre, performed in 
Russian with English subtitles.
Next door, the Vancouver Playhouse 
will see The Overcoat: A Musical 
Tailoring. Adapted from a play of the 
same name, this quirky production 
charmingly recounts the story of a poor, 
modest man who becomes an instant 
sensation with his fancy new overcoat.
The Overcoat: A Musical 
Tailoring will play 10 performances 
between April 28 and May 12. 
Aside from headlining productions, 
the Vancouver Opera will station itself 
around the city with other shows. These 
productions are less expensive to run 
than headlining shows, and the festival 
even has some events that are free.
Requiem for a Lost Girl, created 
by Marcel Bergman and Onalea 
Gilbertson, will take on the topic of 
missing and murdered Indigenous 
women. This production will take 
place on May 4 and May 6 at SFU 
Goldcorp Centre for the Arts.
Elektra, composed by Richard Strauss 
and based off the Ancient Greek myth, 
tells the age-old tale of how revenge ends 
in tragedy. This semi-staged production 
takes place on April 19 and 20 at the 
Orpheum. Fun fact: One of the members 
of the Other Press, Rebecca Peterson, is in 
the cast for this production. Something to 
keep in mind if you’re looking to support 
a fellow Douglas student in the arts.
In addition, the Vancouver 
Opera festival will also offer operatic 
concerts, workshops, and Q&As.
Whether you catch one show or all 
of what the Vancouver Opera festival 
has to offer, there is something for 
everyone. If you are a young person 
in Vancouver, there has never been 
a better time to go to the opera!
Brava without breaking the bank
öö Vancouver Opera season concludes with festival 
Mercedes Deutscher
Social Media Coordinator
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You might even be surprised by 
what is considered opera.”
Life & StyLe
Have an idea for a story?
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca  O Reviewing a Vancouver take on this 
traditional Japanese dish
 O A night of retro videogame fun coming 
this April
And more!
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @KatjevanLoon
This year is the 40th anniversary of Apple. Since the company formed 
in 1978, they have made products 
that improve everyday life and inspire 
people to create new things. So, what 
did they do to celebrate the occasion? 
Apple made an announcement at 
Lane Tech College Prep High School in 
Chicago on March 27. It began with CEO 
Tim Cook explaining how the company 
changed the way we learned about 
everything, and how the iPad is important 
in the classroom—hence the choice of 
location. In typical Cook fashion, he was 
only seen for about 15 minutes during 
the entire presentation. This is much 
different from his predecessor, Steve 
Jobs, who made a point of explaining 
and demonstrating features while he 
was on stage. Cook, however, prefers to 
rely on pre-recorded demonstrations.
The only big news in this 
announcement was the briefing of the 
next version of the iPad. There are only 
two new features in the new iPad: It is 
faster, and you can now use Apple Pencil 
with it. Using Apple Pencil with the 
iPad allows you to make finer lines and 
strokes when you write notes or draw a 
picture in apps. However, this is a software 
update that will allow everyone to use it 
on any iPad—so it is not unique to the 
new iPad generation that is coming out.
Other than these new features, the 
new iPad is the same as the previous 
version of the iPad except that it is just 
faster, and it costs the same at $329. The 
rest of the presentation involved updates 
to iWork and the announcements of 
new programs for educators. Some of 
those announcements include updates to 
programs where you can make textbooks. 
There were also announcements of 
programs that you can use to manage 
your classes and make precise notes 
with Apple Pencil when you are marking 
assignments. Finally, they also announced 
a new program called “Everyone Can 
Create,” which teaches students creativity 
skills that they can use to make projects. 
Throughout the presentation, various 
teachers told their stories of how the 
iPad helped students learn. This Apple 
announcement may not cause fans of the 
company to be very excited about new 
products, as it is more related to Apple’s 
desire to move further into education.
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Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
The new iPad
öö It’s faster… but what else? 
I know that I’m not the only one sick of all this winter weather. 
To be honest, it doesn’t even feel like spring has sprung 
because of how cold it is. But we here at the Other Press 
office are optimists, and we know that the sun will come out 
tomorrow—I mean it has to, that’s how seasonal cycles work. 
Until we get some of that heat, here are some of our 
favourite summer jams to tide you over!
You Took the Words Right Out of My 
Mouth by Meatloaf (Chandler)
Semicircle Song by The Go! Team (Jacey)
Bon Appétit by Katy Perry (Jerrison)
Burn MF by Five Finger Death Punch (Caroline)
The Recipe by Kendrick Lamar (Katie)
Juice by Chromeo (Brittney)
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
otherplaylistthe
Stigmas and 
sativas
A blunt history of 420 and the 
evolution of pot propaganda
By 
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
It goes by many names: Pot, cannabis, the jazz cabbage, wacky tobaccy—but there is only one day in the year dedicated to celebrating weed, its culture, and its community; April 20. Otherwise known to smokers and non-smokers alike as 4/20. 
This Friday, Vancouver will be hosting its 23rd annual 
4/20 Protest and Farmer’s Market. What originally began as 
a protest in 1995 has since exploded into one of Vancouver’s 
largest celebrations. An estimated 35,000 attended last year’s 
festivities, and with cannabis finally being legalized in Canada 
this summer (one of the only promises that Trudeau actually 
kept, but that’s beside the point), this is sure to inspire an even 
bigger turn-out (or should I say burn-out) at this year’s event. 
The origins of the term and speculations as to why 4/20 is 
so heavily associated with cannabis have been hazy and subject 
to fabrication. Some have said that it was once a police code for 
weed-smoking in progress, or that it is the anniversary of Bob 
Marley’s death, or has something to do with Hitler’s birthday. 
In reality, the number’s origin story and its relevance to pot 
is much more innocent than a police code, a famous singer’s 
death, or a genocidal dictator. It started with a group of pot-
smoking teenagers who just really liked The Grateful Dead. 
Now let’s go back, and I mean all the waaay back, to the 1970s. 
In California’s San Rafael high school, a group of teenagers who 
referred to themselves as “The Waldos” met up every day after 
school to spark up at 4:20 p.m. at their location of choice, which 
was—as the name implies—a wall outside of their school. Being 
big fans of The Grateful Dead, they coined the term “4/20” from 
their meet-ups and began popularizing it as a code for smoking 
pot among the Dead community, and boy did it catch on. 
None of them ever imagined that it would one day be the most 
popular term and time for smoking in the cannabis subculture.
Although the term “4/20” was conceived about 50 years ago, 
it wasn’t until nearly 30 years later that it would become a local 
celebration/protest to the laws that made the substance illegal. The 
first-ever celebration in Vancouver started in Victory Park, when 
Hemp BC store owner and cannabis activist Marc Emery was asked 
by his employees if they could host a day-long protest rally to 
celebrate, smoke cannabis, and appeal for legalization. His response? 
“We can’t just smoke pot all day. That’s decadent. No, you can’t do it.” 
But smoke pot all day they did, and it was a huge hit. Over 200 
people showed up on the day of April 20, 1995 to the first ever 4/20 
celebration. About 500 people came the next year, and at least 1,000 
in 1997 when the party was moved to the Vancouver Art Gallery. 
Since then, thanks to media coverage and evolving social stigmas, 
4/20 has only gotten more popular, and undoubtedly smokier. 
Although social perceptions of marijuana has changed, stigmas 
still exist. Laws tend to reflect what society deems good or bad, and 
since weed has been illegal for so long—and continues to be illegal 
in many countries—people still think of it as a seriously harmful drug. 
Now, let’s weed out the root of the problem. When marijuana 
came to the US, society’s animosity towards cannabis emanated from 
racism and prejudice against the people who used it. Pot users were 
seen as criminals that would steal, rape, and murder while under the 
influence of the drug. The idea that people would carry out these 
acts as a result of smoking marijuana was something that was widely 
accepted back then, hence the term “reefer madness.” Added focus on 
the adverse health effects also served to alienate people from the drug. 
By the ’60s the war on cannabis was in full swing and because of 
it, weed has a bad reputation of being a dangerous drug, a warning 
that still rings in the ears of nearly every generation. It’s worth 
noting that although the existence of adverse health effects with 
weed is indisputable, alcohol and tobacco, two legal substances, 
are scientifically proven to do far greater damage to one’s health.
 People continue to refer to marijuana as a “gateway drug,” 
linking it to harsher narcotics such as cocaine and heroin. In fact, it 
is still classified as a Schedule 1 narcotic alongside heroin and LSD 
because of its supposed high potential for abuse and addiction. 
However, anyone who has ever smoked marijuana knows that 
these drugs are incomparable, but because of misinformation, 
fear, and propaganda, people simply don’t acknowledge this. 
British Columbia is the second-most weed-smoking province 
in Canada (first place goes to Nova Scotia). Despite this, smoking 
marijuana is still very much stigmatized in Canadian society. People 
who smoke weed, whether it be for medicinal, social, or casual 
purposes, are referred to as “stoners,” a word ripe with negative 
connotations that is often associated with being lazy, unproductive, 
or degenerative. While society’s view of the drug is better than it 
was years ago—thanks to the more widespread distribution of 
accurate information about the herb and increased legalization—
the stigmas continue to linger, but they are getting better, and we 
know this because pot smoking is more popular than ever before.
Marijuana use in Canada has doubled in the last 30 years. It is 
now more popular amongst teenagers than smoking cigarettes. 
Gen Z is said to be the generation to destroy Facebook, and it may 
also be the generation to tear apart the pot-smoking stigma. It has 
also become a norm with millennials as well; housing rentals listings 
and Tinder profiles with “4/20-friendly” in the descriptions attest to 
this. Television and films have also helped to break the stigma with 
popular films like Pineapple Express and shows like Broad City and 
Workaholics where weed usage is prevalent but not a significant 
factor in the plot. How far we have come when comparing these 
shows with Reefer Madness, an anti-pot film made in 1936. 
In terms of popularity, 20 per cent of adults admitted having 
smoked weed before, but 30 per cent say they’d do it once it’s legalized, 
according to a poll by CBC. This shows that legalizing marijuana is the 
first step to ending the stigmas that surround it. Despite the prejudice 
against marijuana, negative opinions concerning the drug continue 
to shift and evolve as more countries begin legalizing its usage. With 
more scientific research and education, the stigma will hopefully be 
nonexistent one day, and people will be able to “4/20” in peace.
The origins of the term and speculations as to 
why 4/20 is so heavily associated with cannabis 
have been hazy and subject to fabrication.
“
”
life & style // no. 12 theotherpress.ca
Great Inclinations: 
Starter hikes for the 
hiker just starting out
öö Conquer the beginner hikes before challenging yourself further
Great Inclinations is your go-to source for 
diving into the world of casual hiking in 
and around the Lower Mainland. Because 
hiking’s not just for assholes anymore.
The semester is coming to an end. Cherry blossoms are poppin’ off left and right, and 
pollen levels are uncomfortably high. It’s the perfect 
time of year to get outside for some hiking. 
Whether you’re an experienced hiker who 
has just been taking the winter months off, or 
someone who is embarking on their first hike, 
the following trails are a great start to the 
season. It’s still April, though, so remember that 
hiking conditions can change quickly at higher 
elevations. It’s also a good idea to check websites 
like Vancouver Trails to see if anyone’s commented 
on the trail’s conditions recently—some hikes 
have snow on them right into summer.
High Knoll
Located in Coquitlam, the High Knoll is a fantastic 
casual hike that offers some pretty stellar views. 
Paths run alongside—and eventually cut through—a 
marshland, which offers some diversity from the 
heavily-forested terrain featured on most hikes. 
There are a couple variations you can take on the 
hike, including different lookouts, but the real money 
shot is from the High Knoll Lookout. Best of all, the 
High Knoll’s remoteness and expansiveness means 
you’ll get to hike in near-isolation from other hikers.
Mystery Lake 
Mount Seymour offers plenty of trails to explore, but 
the hike up to Mystery Lake is ideal for beginners. 
The ascent is quick over a moderate incline, which 
ends at the aforementioned lake. Take some time to 
explore around the lake and find the least-crowded 
area to have a picnic, before heading back down. 
If you’re hiking Mystery Lake later in the summer, 
make sure to pack a bathing suit for a victory dip!
Dog Mountain 
I know I’ve mentioned it before, but it has a brilliant 
hike-to-payoff ratio. Dog Mountain offers plenty 
of areas along the hike to stop, including shallow 
lakes and ponds, making the push to the top all the 
more fun. Your reward? A gorgeous view of Metro 
Vancouver, as well as a northern view over valleys 
and other mountains. Springtime hiking on Dog 
Mountain can be a slush-fest, though, so make sure 
you’re wearing water-proof boots before embarking.
Buntzen Lake 
Less of a hike and more of a leisurely multi-hour 
stroll, Buntzen Lake is a great introduction to 
anyone interested in hiking, but still holding out. 
A loop around the lake takes between three to 
four hours and is fairly flat aside from some steep 
elevation changes on the northern side. For bonus 
enjoyment, research the countless movies and 
television shows that have filmed at Buntzen, so 
you can dazzle your co-hiker(s) with useless trivia.
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
If you use any popular social media platform, you’ve probably already 
noticed the eerie way in that, just when 
you’ve finished looking up a clothing 
brand or watching a video, you notice that 
now all of the ads are somehow tailored 
to your online activity. I’m sorry to tell 
you this, but it isn’t just a coincidence, 
and there are more sinister implications 
than catering ads to personal users. 
According to a press release 
from Facebook, the information of 
approximately 76 million users was leaked 
to Cambridge Analytica, with 622,161 
Canadians being affected. However, most 
news sites reportedly ballpark the leak to 
be at least 10 million more people targeted 
than what Facebook has admitted to. 
Users who completed an independent 
personality test called “This is your digital 
life…” that was available on the site put 
their friends and friends of friends at risk 
of sharing data without their consent. 
As a result, Mark Zuckerberg has been 
called to testify for his company’s huge 
oversight in not having any safety nets in 
place to verify the legitimacy of an app 
or program before it is granted access 
to Facebook’s enormous user base.
Zuckerberg’s testimony has been 
read two ways. The first is that he was 
blatantly deflecting questions that 
needed to be answered about internet 
security—and the second was that he 
is a man of the digital age attempting 
to explain the Internet to people who 
don’t fully comprehend how it functions. 
Either way, Zuckerberg’s abrasive 
demeanor certainly didn’t help.
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell 
commented on Zuckerberg’s general lack 
of awareness during the testimony.
“As CEO, you didn’t know some key 
facts. You didn’t know about major court 
cases about privacy policy against your 
company. You didn’t know that the Federal 
Trade Commission doesn’t have fining 
authority, and that Facebook couldn’t have 
been fined for the 2011 consent order. You 
didn’t know what a shadow profile is. You 
didn’t know how many other firms have 
been sold data by [Dr. Alexsandr] Kogan 
[the creator of the independent phishing 
app that collected the compromised 
data], other than Cambridge Analytica 
and Eunoia Technologies, even though 
you were asked that question yesterday. 
You don’t even know all the kinds of 
information Facebook is collecting 
from its own users,” said Dingell. 
So, you might be wondering, why 
doesn’t he know? First off, all of those 
likes, shares, and visits to websites off of 
Facebook’s accounts are monitored and 
sold to third-parties. Your age, religion, 
relationship status, health information, 
and phone number are all accessed 
through the website by signing up in 
the first place, and through the data it 
collects on your personal web activity
Even if you tried to delete your 
account, Facebook still has access to 
your info through your friends. On 
certain apps, it asks you for permission 
to access your phone’s contact list. 
In this case, Facebook doesn’t need 
to ask for your permission because 
your friend has given it for you. 
With all of this data, major players 
in the political sphere have the ability 
to target users and help politicians gain 
votes. The concept of this is similar to 
a two-way mirror; political parties have 
access to your personal information, 
but you are not aware that they do. 
Another huge problem with this is that 
it isn’t just Cambridge Analytica and 
Eunoia Technologies that access this 
information. As Dingell stated, Facebook 
does not currently know how many 
companies out there have the same kind 
of access, let alone all of the other sites 
that use data tracking to make a profit.
It truly begs the question: Is 
your personal information worth 
the cost of using your favourite 
social media platform?
The real cost of using social media platforms
öö Selling your info to make some fast cash
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Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
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Great Inclinations: 
Starter hikes for the 
hiker just starting out
Many students around Douglas College have been talking about 
Hyack Sushi since it opened a few 
blocks from the New Westminster 
campus. People go there to eat the 
authentic Japanese cuisine, get their 
daily specials, or eat appetizers during 
Happy Hour after an evening class. 
Recently, the restaurant added a special 
menu that contains food items that 
you could get in a five-star Japanese 
restaurant. One of the items on the 
menu is Gyu Katsu, and it looked so 
delicious that I just had to try it out. 
Gyu Katsu is a New York sirloin 
steak breaded and thinly sliced raw. 
Next, you put a slice of the Katsu in a 
heated stone and you cook it however 
you like. When it is cooked, you dip it 
in either a Katsu sauce or soy sauce. 
You have to eat it quickly though, 
because the cooking fire runs out after 
a few minutes, then you must wait for 
the stone to be refueled. You can also 
put cheese on top of the Katsu. This 
cheese doesn’t necessarily melt like 
you think it would. The beef tastes 
very chewy and flavourful and the 
cheese adds a sharpness to it that I 
definitely enjoyed. The sauces also 
add a sweet taste to the steak. 
Gyu Katsu comes with yam fries, 
pickled lettuce and miso soup. As with 
the other items on the special menu, 
it costs quite a bit, at $26. However, on 
Fridays the restaurant has Gyu Katsu 
Friday where you can get it for $2 off 
and as a bonus, they also give you 
rice. Hyack Sushi is one of the only 
restaurants in the Lower Mainland to 
offer this traditional Japanese cuisine, 
and my stomach thinks that it is 
definitely worth the high price tag.
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Hyack Sushi now 
offering Gyu Katsu
öö Reviewing a Vancouver take on 
this traditional Japanese dish
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Is your April social calendar looking a little bare? Are you a big 
fan of retro videogames and parties? If 
you answered with a resounding “Yes!” 
to either or all of these questions, then 
you might be interested in Game Over: 
Press Play to Continue, a 19+ event to 
be held April 28 from 5 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
at The Waldorf—1489 East Hastings—
presented by Caravan of Creeps.
First and foremost, it will 
feature an all-female DJ line-up 
with sets by Kasey Riot, AppleCat, 
and Spokmusic. For those of you 
looking forward to something a little 
nerdier, videogame medley band The 
Runaway Four will also be playing. 
If you’re wanting something a 
little more visual, then maybe you’d 
be more interested in the circus 
sideshow-themed cabaret performances; 
featuring performances by flame-
master Burns the Dragon, burlesque 
darling Dezi Raider, and special guest 
from Calgary—contortionist Visha 
Loo—as well as many, many more!
Looking to show off your costume-
making skills? There will be a 
costume contest judged by Vancouver 
cosplayers; Cosplay Bombshell, 
Vancouver Joker, Candyhappy’s Creative 
Confectionary, and Regen Deadpool.
Interested in watching something 
with a little more animal magnetism? 
Mockingbird Media Entertainment 
has prepared a walk-off featuring a 
star-studded cast of both seasoned 
and green performers. If you’ve 
ever been to a walk-off competition 
you know it’s morally questionable, 
sometimes enlightening, 
and always entertaining. 
Tickets will be available for 
sale at the door for $30, but early 
birds will get a $5 discount by 
purchasing online through Brown 
Paper Tickets. Just search Game 
Over: Press Play to Continue. 
For information regarding the 
schedule, performers, guests, 
and vendors—yes, there will be 
shopping as well—head over 
to the Facebook event page. 
Game Over: Press Play to Continue
öö A night of retro videogame fun coming this April
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Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
I’m sure most of you are feeling as tired of the rainy weather 
as I am. This week, I decided to 
brighten up my look with some 
colourful highlighters from NYX. 
NYX has plenty of options for 
highlighters, but I settled on a newer 
offering from them, the Strobe 
of Genius Holographic Stick.
The Strobe of Genius Holographic 
Stick comes in two colours: Mermaid 
Armor, a pink pearl, and Electric 
Invasion, a blue pearl. I recently 
picked it up in Electric Invasion 
since I don’t have any blue-toned 
highlighters, but I swatched Mermaid 
Armor in the store and it was also a 
beautiful colour that would probably 
be a bit easier to wear every day 
for a slightly more natural look. 
Electric Invasion is very striking on 
the skin due to the blue shimmer. 
The stick comes in a black tube 
with a clear lid, so you can clearly see 
the colour within—which is handy 
if you have a budding collection 
of stick highlighters and want to 
know which is which on the fly. It 
is better if you use your fingers to 
apply it, or use a brush, as applying 
it directly with the stick can pull 
your foundation off. Although this 
makes application a bit slower, it’s 
still very easy, especially because the 
creamy formula is quite blendable. 
Some high-end brands offer 
similar “holographic” (truthfully 
iridescent) highlighter sticks, such 
as Milk Makeup’s stick, which is $34 
for the regular size and $17 for the 
small. However, NYX’s Strobe of 
Genius sticks sell for a more budget-
friendly $11 at the NYX store, and 
$11.99 at Shoppers Drug Mart. 
Whichever you decide to 
try, the colourful glow you get 
from these sticks is perfect 
for summoning the sun.
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
Beauty on a budget: 
NYX Strobe of Genius 
Holographic Stick
öö Get your glow on with springy 
pink and blue highlighters
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
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I love biking.As a kid growing up in the 
country, biking around rarely consisted 
of anything outside of our single-street 
neighbourhood. That infrequency 
dropped off a cliff when I moved into 
the city and didn’t even own a bike 
for roughly a decade. But, as destiny 
would have it, my parents bought 
me a bicycle as a farewell present 
when I moved to British Columbia. 
After a few years of living in the 
incline-challenged neighbourhoods 
of South Vancouver and Burnaby-
Deer Lake, I relocated to a flatter 
part of the Lower Mainland, and my 
love for casual cycling exploded.
First off, the amount of agency 
that comes with having a bicycle is 
phenomenal. There’s no texting to see 
when the next bus comes or having 
to hail a taxi; you just hop on and go. 
Going somewhere that’s off the major 
transit routes? No problemo. Bikes 
can get you there, and usually in less 
time than it takes to bus anywhere in 
Vancouver. You also get to avoid transit 
during the summer months, when 
buses feel like humid mausoleums. 
We’re also living in one of the 
most bike-friendly areas in Canada, 
and Vancouver has fully embraced this. 
All across the cit, there are designated 
bike routes along traffic-calmed 
streets to minimize other vehicles, 
and the city has installed countless 
bike lanes, especially around the 
downtown core. There are also more 
bike racks popping up around the city, 
and lots of major events now have bike 
valets to make locking up a breeze.
Biking also allows you to easily 
explore different parts of that city 
that you’d normally drive or bus past. 
I lived in Vancouver for years before I 
started biking, but once I did it gave 
me an entirely new perspective on the 
city’s layout. Whenever people from 
out of town come to visit during the 
summer, my favourite thing to do is take 
them on a bike ride around the city. 
“But Jacey, bicycles are so unsafe!” 
Sure, you read about cyclists who get 
doored or hit by vehicles, but when 
you’re getting from Point A to Point B, 
there are risks that come with every 
form of transportation. The Vancouver 
Sun referred to a study of travel-related 
fatalities in BC and found the average 
number of deaths across the board 
(biking, walking, and driving) was 
remarkably similar. Per 100 million trips, 
only 14 cyclist deaths were reported—in-
between the 15 deaths and 10 deaths for 
pedestrians and motorists, respectively.  
Taking transit is technically the 
safest mode of transportation, though 
we’ve already established that it is 
the worst in every other respect.
While the rest of my reasons for 
championing cycling might vary from 
person to person, saving money is simply 
uncontestable (unless you’re one of 
those weirdos who doesn’t enjoy having 
money). Owning a vehicle is a literal 
money pit: Insurance alone costs a few 
hundred dollars a month, and soaring 
gas prices mean you’ll be spending 
roughly the same amount at the pump. 
If you’re transiting, a one-zone Monthly 
Pass costs $93, with more zones breaking 
the $100-mark. A bicycle tune-up costs 
you between $60-70, and you can get 
away with having them done once a 
year; most other repairs, like fixing 
flat tires, rarely cost more than $20.
There’s a reason why more people 
are opting for the bi-wheeled life. I didn’t 
even mention the numerous health 
benefits and environmental-friendliness 
that cycling boasts, but honestly, those 
are more like happy side effects to how 
great casual road biking is. So, get out 
there, get yourself a pair of wheels, and 
I’ll meet you on one of the bike routes—
just maybe not the ones with hills, okay?
 O Three reasons why Twitter is not dead
 O Get on board with public transit
 O The overstated importance of entertainers
And more!
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
öö As soon as spring hits, I ditch my vehicle and Compass Card for cycling
Why bikes are how I roll
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My introduction to Twitter began at the ripe age of 18. The main 
incentive was to fangirl over the boys of 
One Direction and to document every 
passing thought that went through my 
mind: “*Kids by MGMT is playing in 
background*—IT’S GO TIME, EXAM IS 
GOING DOWN TOWN!!” Simpler times.
Despite having a love-love 
relationship with Twitter as a teenager, 
up until a month ago, I thought 
Twitter was a dying platform. With 
Facebook buying out Instagram in 
2012 and Instagram establishing 
itself as the go-to social media tool 
among Generation Z and Millennials, 
I didn’t think Twitter had a place in 
the mighty social media playground.  
My perspective changed when 
I landed a role managing my work’s 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram 
accounts. I witnessed firsthand how 
Twitter documented fun holidays like 
#MacaronDay and significant political 
movements like #NationalWalkoutDay 
through the “Trends for you” 
category established by hashtags. 
Through these hashtags, I could 
see the impact that Twitter has. From 
silly trends like #LoseADateIn5Words, 
amazing movements like #MeToo, or 
documenting the tragic frequency 
of the US shootings, it is apparent 
that Twitter has the innate ability to 
connect users from around the world 
using only a hashtag and Internet 
access. Most importantly, it made me 
realize that Twitter is not dying, and 
it’s not going away anytime soon. 
Twitter knows itself and doesn’t stray 
First and foremost, Twitter is 
authentically and unapologetically a 
news platform. While it doesn’t provide 
the bells and whistles that Facebook 
does, or the complexity of photo filters 
of Instagram, Twitter understands how 
it differentiates itself in the social media 
realm. It gives its users a simple platform 
to provide timely news in 240 characters 
or less. As a result, in times of crisis 
or jubilant news, Twitter is the go-to 
social media outlet for breaking news. 
For example, it is a known 
social media tool to tweet timely 
news across the Greater Vancouver 
area. In the infamous August 2015 
windstorm, BC Hydro used Twitter to 
communicate power updates around 
the city. Additionally, TransLink 
utilizes Twitter to communicate 
train outages and disruptions across 
the Expo, Millennium, West Coast 
Express, Canada Line and SeaBus. 
Twitter connects everyday people 
with celebrities and politicians 
A main reason why Twitter became so 
popular in in 2006 and continues to be 
popular now is how it allows users to 
relate with the celebrities and public 
figures that they follow. No longer 
do users need to wait for the latest 
gossip from J-14, People, InTouch or 
the Enquirer. Instead, users can hear 
straight from their favourite celebrity 
or politician about how they are feeling, 
the latest update on their music, or what 
they ate for breakfast. Consequently, 
it takes the celebrities and politicians 
off this metaphorical pedestal and 
gives the appearance that they are 
on the same level as everyone else.
Twitter is becoming profitable 
After undergoing a significant loss of 
$167 million in the last quarter of 2016 
, Twitter cut its costs exponentially, 
which resulted in $91 million in profit 
in the fourth quarter of 2017 on revenue 
of $732 million.  If that doesn’t say 
rebirth, I don’t know what does. 
Whether you love or hate it, Twitter 
has been around for 13 years and is still 
going strong. It has outlived Vine and 
has competed against the social media 
giants of Facebook, Instagram, and 
Snapchat while still holding its own. 
Thanks to sticking to its traditional 
roots as a news tool, breaking the 
social norms between celebrity and 
everyday people, and understanding 
when to cut costs to make a profit for 
long-term gain, Twitter is here to stay.
Nicole Strutt
Contributor
öö Three reasons why Twitter is not dead
Alive and kicking
issue 27 // vol 44 opinions // no. 15
Now, I know that most people are under the impression that driving 
is better than transiting, but I’m here 
to set the record straight. I’ve done 
my fair share of commuting via public 
transit and via a clunk bucket that 
might loosely be referred to as a “car”. 
I’ve finally decided that I hate driving 
more than transiting, and here’s why.
First off, ditching your car can 
help you lose weight. A study published 
in The Lancet in 2016 found that on 
average, people who commuted using 
public transit weighed about five to 
seven pounds less than drivers . Think 
about it, getting daily exercise is hard 
to do when you have work and school, 
and the little bit of walking to your 
local bus stop can be enough to shed 
off a couple of pounds. While you drive, 
you sit in your car and get from point 
A to point B with little movement. 
When you transit, you get that body 
moving. Maybe the infamous Douglas 
Grind isn’t sounding so bad after all.
Another pro to taking transit is 
the obvious: It’s ridiculously cheaper. 
On average in BC, the cost to insure 
a vehicle is $1,316—note that is the 
average cost. For any drivers who haven’t 
been on the road for five-plus years, it 
will be closer to $3000 for insurance 
alone. That doesn’t include paying for 
parking, gas, and any service charges 
when your car starts acting up—which 
it will, because it’s a car. Now compare 
this with approximately $120 for three 
semesters. That’s about how much a 
Douglas student pays for the U-Pass 
with unlimited access to SkyTrain 
and bus routes. TransLink is an awful 
company, but I’d take it over ICBC any 
day just for how much money I save.
Whatever the annoying habit 
that one driver has—slamming on 
their breaks, cutting people off, traffic 
weavers, slow drivers in the fast lane, 
need I say more?—I can promise you that 
most trips to work and school are going 
to involve at least one thing that pisses 
you off. If you transit, you can relax. I 
have time to read, listen to music, catch 
up on some homework, and people-
watch. What’s better than having time 
in our days to just take a breath and not 
think for once? If you stop and smell 
the roses while driving, you’ll either get 
into an accident or have a horn blast 
brutally snap you back into reality.
A huge plus to public transit is 
that it is significantly better for the 
environment by not burning gas that 
goes directly into our atmosphere. For 
any of you who vehemently oppose the 
Kinder-Morgan pipeline, a good way to 
avoid feeding the oil industry is to not 
drive a car. Most people drive single-
passenger vehicles, which adds up in 
greenhouse gases in metropolitan areas. 
To avoid this and put your greenest foot 
forward, transiting is a great option.
The final thing I will leave you with 
is this: For the most part, the Lower 
Mainland is an accessible area for transit. 
If you want to drive to a nearby hike 
or go on a road trip, all you have to do 
is rent a car—it’ll still be cheaper than 
paying for insurance for an entire year.
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
öö Get on board with public transit
Driving me crazy
Nobody can deny the importance of celebrities within our everyday 
lives. These individuals are present 
throughout the movies we consume, 
sports we commemorate, and music we 
listen to. With such an enormous impact 
on shaping the minds of each generation, 
the idea of meeting these individuals 
face-to-face would seem like a dream 
come true to many young adults. 
It is this excitement to meet 
performers like Jennifer Lawrence or 
Justin Timberlake that cause many 
fans to cross the line by entering their 
property without being invitation, 
non-consensual touching, and even 
stealing from their garbage. 
One victim of this intrusive 
behaviour is the platinum-selling music 
sensation Britney Spears. The “Princess 
of Pop” stated that she once encountered 
a fan who would send her unsolicited 
love letters, emails, and pictures of 
himself daily.  The enamoured man 
took it one step further by appearing 
outside the singer’s home, as well as 
her parents’. The situation became so 
dire that a restraining order had to be 
placed on this intrusive individual. In 
retaliation, the disgruntled man tried 
to sue Britney after her bodyguards 
confronted him outside her home. 
He stated that he experienced 
“extreme emotional stress” after one 
of bodyguards pointed a gun at him to 
force the man off Spears’ property. 
Another instance that highlights the 
preposterous fan hysteria is the trend 
of auctioning off used celebrity items 
on the internet. Proving his legendary 
status as a teen heartthrob, Justin Bieber 
managed to sell a lock of his hair for 
more than $40,000 within a few short 
days. Additionally, movie star Scarlett 
Johansson was able to find a fan willing 
to pay $5,300 for a tissue she blew her 
nose into. Although the proceeds from 
these sales were donated to charities, the 
fact that someone was willing to pay for 
these entertainers’ garbage demonstrates 
the desperation of some fans.  
While there is nothing wrong 
with enjoying content created by 
talented people, the length to which 
some fans are willing to go to become 
closer to their idols conveys the 
hysteria we have for these performers. 
Many are determined to bond with 
these celebrities in any way they can, 
whether that involves purchasing 
their memorabilia or straight up 
stalking them. It appears that some 
see these celebrities as godlike figures, 
instead of just as people trying to 
make a living for themselves.   
Despite the media’s glorification 
of these prominent individuals, one 
must remember that these performers 
are human too. They all have their own 
insecurities and flaws, and they value 
privacy just as much as you and I do. 
Jason GokHo Ing
Columnist
öö The overstated importance of entertainers
Gods among humans
We’ve all known at least one person like this: Five minutes into meeting 
them, and suddenly you’re standing there 
awkwardly as they start monologuing 
about their tragic backstory. If you’re 
lucky, they were just bullied as a child. If 
you’re unlucky, they might have a far more 
disturbing story to tell. Unfortunately, 
some of us have also been that person. If 
this sounds like something you have done 
or might do, you absolutely need to stop.
I’m a firm believer in consent and 
respect in all things—yes, rules of consent 
can and should apply beyond sex and 
romance. Words, despite what we say 
about sticks and stones, can have an 
impact on par with physical trespasses. 
Talking out traumatic moments with your 
friends and family—if they’ve consented 
and are in a mentally healthy place to 
listen—can be a good way to through 
your troubles. Spilling your trauma all 
over a stranger is, to me, a trespass; 
you do not have a steady, reliable, and 
mutual relationship with them, you 
likely have not asked for their consent 
to make them your emotional sponge, 
and, most importantly, you don’t know 
what they’re going through themselves. 
Diving into the full details of something 
traumatic you’re working through might 
be cathartic to you, but could be utterly 
triggering for the person you’ve just 
dumped your shit on if they’ve gone 
through something similar. At best, you’re 
making people wildly uncomfortable; at 
worst, you’re actively harming them.
I have had more people than I can 
count do this to me, people who I barely 
knew trying to make their problems my 
problems. Like a lot of empathetic people 
(“empathetic” here meaning “able to ‘feel’ 
to an extent what others are feeling,” not 
inherently “nice and kind and good,” 
something I think people who describe 
themselves and others as empathetic 
confuse on occasion), I would find it 
hard to set those boundaries for my own 
mental health. This bit me in the ass more 
times than not, as these people would 
start using me as their personal therapist; 
a one-time talk would become a nightly 
crisis chat, talking people down from 
ledges and self-destructive behaviours and 
wearing the full impact of guilt when I 
failed to keep them safe from themselves. 
Using people like that 
destroys them. These days, I don’t 
mind providing a shoulder for 
people who I consider to be my 
friends, because I know they’d 
do the same for me. Passing 
acquaintances, however, I’m more 
likely to give a little pat on the 
back and a list of 24-hour crisis 
chat-lines. It has taken me 
a long-ass time to come 
to terms with the fact 
that I’m not a licensed 
therapist and that it’s 
not my job to fix people. 
I find it hard not to actively resent 
anyone who tries it with me now.
We all have our moments of 
oversharing. I think it’s honestly a stage 
of trauma recovery; going from keeping 
utterly silent about what you went 
through, to recounting the story over and 
over again to anyone unfortunate enough 
to be within earshot. I’ve definitely done it 
(I was a very sad drunk in my late teens), 
and I’m not proud of it. I’m not proud 
of the selfishness that went into it. I’m 
not proud of knowing that I might have 
hurt people with my carelessness. Part of 
growing up is learning from your mistakes 
and, hopefully, 
passing those lessons along so others 
can avoid doing the dumb shit you did.
So, here’s my lesson for you: For 
all the times you need to dump your 
emotions somewhere, find a crisis chat-
line. There are plenty of apps and websites 
out there that support peer counselling—
at least there you know that the person 
on the other end of the line is absolutely 
consenting to taking on some of your 
emotional baggage. It’s far healthier, 
and far less harmful, than turning 
good people into terrible therapists. 
Rebecca Peterson
Assistant Editor
öö The world is not your counsellor’s office
Oversharing is not caring
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
C
ar
a 
Se
cc
af
ie
n
Creative Writing
K
w
iig
ay
K
w
iig
ay
If you would like your own creative work to be featured in our Creative Writing section, send poems, short stories, excerpts (of 1,500 words or less), and original 
artwork to assistant.otherpress@gmail.com or editor.otherpress@gmail.com. 
We publish weekly, and chosen writers/artists will receive $50 for every three pieces they have published.
Novel Excerpt 
By Morgan Hannah
Phillip has seized the upper portion of my right arm and pulled me from out of the lab, past the lobby, past the doctors’ offices, and past the hallway that leads to the staff 
housing. Jack was silent, as if caught with his hand in the cookie jar. He just stared at me, then Phillip, and back and forth like that. He didn’t even finish his sentence. I can’t 
tell if Jack was even concerned for me or not. We stop at the main entrance, Phillip fumbles with something in his lab coat pocket; I can’t see what it is until he brings it 
out in front of him. It’s his fob key. Phillip unlocks the door and the sun outside penetrates my eyes and warms my skin through my sweater. This is the first time I’ve left 
the damn lab since being sealed in however long ago. My heart is leaping inside my chest with anticipation and I take a deep breath of the fresh air. It fills my lungs like a 
sweet juice. I try to focus on my surroundings, but all I can see are acres of flat land covered in gravel and in the far distance, there is a wooden fence that separates the 
gravelly terrain from what looks like an old warehouse. Just this giant, cubic forest-green building, hulking by itself, causing a shadow on the ground around it. 
 
Phillip pulls me forward, ripping at my arm. I wince. Quickly, I glance behind me to see the exterior of the lab, but it’s just this low, long grey building with no windows and a heavy 
door with no knob. Not very distinguishable. You wouldn’t know that it’s a lab from the outside. My foot drags across the ground, forcing me to look forward in time to fumble, but 
Phillip’s grip on my arm rescues me. I want to ask where we’re going, but I can’t seem to form any words, my tongue has gone mute. I can’t believe I’m outside! I look at Phillip, his 
face is drawn into a frown, the sun is lighting up his eyes, turning them a lighter shade of blue than his usual ocean. Even his hair looks nicer in the sunlight. I open my mouth, then 
close it. I find myself slipping into the passenger side of a Chevy Avalanche. The door slams closed behind me, and I nurse my arm, now moist from Phillip’s perspiring strong grip. The 
flesh is temporarily stained red. I watch as Phillip walks around the front of the truck, his lab coat flowing behind him. He opens the door and slides in. I blink. He puts the key into the 
ignition, turns it, and the engine gives a healthy roar. The radio starts spewing loud music…something I wouldn’t expect to hear Phillip listen to, but then again, I hate when people 
think they know and don’t know the type of music I listen to, so I won’t stereotype him. He cranks the knob down, then changes his mind and hits the off button. He rolls down his 
widow and puts the truck into reverse. I can tell he’s agitated. Phillip reaches over and rests a hand on the back of my seat, looking behind, he backs up out of a parking spot that has 
been made by other vehicles parked around his truck. Are these other staff vehicles? Ohh, if I can find a set of keys somewhere, I can use one of these vehicles to escape! Phillip has 
no idea what kind of advantage he’s giving me here…I can watch where we go and memorize the path for future use, that is, assuming I do come back from where we’re heading.  
“Where are we going?” My voice sounds tight, like I’m angry, but I don’t feel angry. We ride along in silence for a moment more, the warehouse growing larger then 
smaller as we pass it at an alarming speed. I clear my voice to remind Phillip that I asked a question. He just exhales a deep breath, his eyes flicking over to me. Then 
Phillip looks at me through the rear-view mirror. Is it just me, or does he look sad? Or is that the look of worry? I decide to play the conspirator card. “Hey, you can talk 
to me...what’s up?” I try forcing my voice to sound soothing. I’m not sure if it’s working or not. Phillip drives on in silence some more, his shoulders drop from their tense 
position, and then he stops the truck, leaving it to idle. He spins to look at me face to face, one of his eyebrows is arched higher than the other, questioningly. 
“Where did that come from? You sound like my mother…” Those words sound odd coming from Phillip and we both seem to know it. 
“I’m just. Come on, you think that was weird? Ever since I’ve been here, you’ve locked me up like a piece of gold, or something. And now we’re 
driving somewhere? Out of the blue? Dammit, Phillip, where are we going!?” I exhale and my body grows stiff...did I forget who I was talking 
to? Sometimes I can surprise myself with what comes out of my mouth. I sounded so confident and maybe even bold. 
“Nowhere.” Phillip says, his face dropping in defeat, or embarrassment. I look at him as if to ask what do you mean? “We’re going nowhere. I just. 
I needed to. I mean, I wanted to get you out of there. And the entire lab just felt too small. Sometimes it does….” Phillip trails off, and suddenly I 
understand. Not his decision to race out of there like we were being chased by a hoard of zombies, but rather, what’s happening. Phillip is jealous! 
Whoa! This just doesn’t happen to me. People don’t get jealous over me. I can feel the corners of my mouth twitching upward.
“Nooo, that’s not it. The lab doesn’t feel too small…” I say before I can stop myself. Phillip looks at me for a moment, and then he smiles weakly.
Humour
Have an idea for a story?
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Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson held a press conference Monday 
morning to announce Vancouver’s 
newest innovative solution to the city’s 
housing problem: Microscopic suites. 
Only visible under a high-powered 
microscope, these extremely small 
suites will be built on the edge of Coal 
Harbour, one of the most sought-after 
areas in Vancouver. Each unit will be 
500 picometres in size (a 10-billionth 
of a metre, in the short scale) and 
will have enough room to allow the 
residents to store three to four of their 
personal atoms, along with the bragging 
rights of renting right on the water. 
Jared Yoon, soon-to-be UBC student, 
is very excited for the housing project 
to be finished and has already filled 
out the 200-page application process, 
which requires a complete list of where 
you have ever been since birth and a 
ten-page, single-space essay about why 
Gregor Robertson is the best mayor 
in the world. Yoon states that he’s not 
deterred by the apartment’s extremely 
small size or long application process. 
“I don’t really own much, just a few 
of my favorite electrons,” said Yoon. “I 
am just really minimalist, you know? 
I have a voice in my head that tells me 
‘Don’t own anything, it’s not good for 
the planet.’ Actually, that’s the same 
voice that tells me to set things on fire, 
now that I stop to think about it.”
Although most of the people waiting 
to live in the Vancouver area are thrilled 
to hear about this new real estate project, 
there are those who are fighting against 
the plan. Janet Harrison, 69 years old 
and retired, lives alone in Coal Harbour. 
Her six-bedroom apartment sits right 
across from where the micro-suites are 
planned to be built. Mrs. Harrison states 
that, although she is sympathetic about 
the housing crisis, she’s really not. 
“I can’t believe they would do 
this,” said Harrison. “This project will 
decrease my property’s value by a half of 
a millionth of a cent. I’m sorry, but me 
and my bitterness won’t stand for it.”
A group of rich, retired Vancouver 
residents have started developing plans 
to protest in front of Vancouver City 
Hall but have been delayed ever since 
they realized 
that protesting 
would take 
work, and it 
simply isn’t 
as easy as 
donating 
large sums 
of money 
to political 
parties.
“We’re 
really excited 
about these suites,” 
Robertson told the 
press. “The city council 
and I are confident that this 
is a good step towards solving 
the housing crisis in Vancouver. I 
mean, what else are we going to do? 
We have literally no other options.”
When asked why the city doesn’t 
simply implement a rent freeze 
or provide apartments that cost 
less than $1,000,000 for a studio, 
Robertson laughed into his martini 
glass so hard that he choked on an 
olive and had to be rushed to the 
Vancouver General Hospital.
Klara Woldenga
Humour Editor
öö Suites will be unable to be seen by the naked eye, and available in 2019
City introduces microscopic suites 
to solve housing crisis
BREAKING:  The Vancouver law firm Rights, Amirite? has an office 
plant that has become dissatisfied 
with its work-life balance. 
“It’s just work, work, work all the 
time, you know?” the office plant, a ficus, 
told the Other Press. “On the weekends 
everyone gets to go home, but I’m stuck 
here since I don’t have legs or a Segway. 
I’ve only been half paying attention to 
the law stuff that goes on around me, but 
I’m like 83 per cent sure I have rights.” 
The plant is owned by the firm’s 
secretary, Joan Herrin. In an exclusive 
interview she told the Other Press 
that the ficus was fine until recently.
“I actually thought I would have 
more problems earlier since I bought 
the plant behind a Discount Foam store 
from a crazy scientist,” said Herrin. She 
also told the Other Press that, while 
she is aware of her plant needs for a 
work-home life balance, she isn’t sure 
what she should do to fix the problem. 
“It’s not like I’m going to carry the 
plant back and forth from my house to 
work,” she said. “I already did that in 
my 20’s—my plant party days are over, 
I’m getting too old for that stuff.”  
Herrin told the Other Press that 
she had tried to solve the problem by 
buying another plant to keep the ficus 
company; a jade plant. Unfortunately, 
as the two plants began to romantically 
fall for each other, Herrin found that 
her idea was not going as planned.
“As soon as I put the jade plant on 
my desk I saw that they two plants were 
slowly growing towards each other,” said 
Herrin. “I realized my idea hadn’t worked 
too well, and that I shouldn’t have bought 
another plant from that crazy scientist.”
“I loved that jade plant so much,” 
the ficus told the Other Press. 
Herrin was quick to separate 
the two plants, as relationships in 
her office are strictly forbidden. 
“Office romances are banned, and 
I wasn’t about to get HR involved, so 
I kept them apart as soon as I knew 
what was happening,” said Herrin. “I 
put a blanket over the jade plant—I 
assumed it would just go to sleep 
like birds do, but it died instead.” 
The ficus was devastated 
by the jade plant’s death. 
“I couldn’t even mourn properly,” 
said the ficus. “Not because I didn’t 
have time, but because I don’t know 
how plants mourn their dead.” 
Nowadays, the ficus still sits 
at Herrin’s desk, but it hopes 
for better days ahead. 
“I’m planning on going to Europe,” 
the ficus told the Other Press. “You 
know, to really find myself and get over 
that jade plant, on my own terms.”
“I have no idea how that ficus is 
going to get Europe,” said Harrin. “It 
has no concept of money, and it can’t 
move. Don’t tell it I said this, but I’m 
planning on ‘forgetting to water it’ until 
it dies. I can’t handle a talking plant 
at my desk. I doubt anyone could.”
Klara Woldenga
Humour Editor 
öö Ficus wishes it could make like a tree and leaf the office on occasion
Office plant pines for better 
work-life balance
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The Other Press is celebrating a journalistic victory this week after 
being awarded the Other Press’ “Best 
Douglas College Newspaper” trophy 
for being the best Douglas College 
newspaper. The event was hosted, 
covered, and attended exclusively by 
the Other Press, though neighbouring 
university and college papers were 
invited, as a show of supremacy. UBC’s 
Ubyssey, SFU’s The Peak, and Kwantlen’s 
The Runner were all nominated 
for awards but were immediately 
disqualified and brutally mocked.
The Other Press Editor-in-Chief 
Chandler Walter gave himself three 
awards: “Best Editor-in-Chief,” “Greatest 
Editor-in-Chief,” and “Most Talented 
Editor-in-Cheif,” the last one being a 
typo on the trophy that simply slipped 
through the cracks. This reporter won 
the “Best Staff Writer Whose Name 
Starts with G” and “Most Consistently 
Late Articles” awards, and they are 
currently sitting in my trophy case at 
home with spotlights on full display.
The trophies themselves are made of 
solid gold and depict a figure admiring 
their own reflection in a mirror. Thirty-
six trophies in all were made at the full 
expense of the school, which brought 
the cost of the whole event to a few 
hundred thousand dollars, happily 
paid for by Douglas College students 
(expect to see it reflected in a minor 
tuition hike next semester). It was all 
worth it for the morale boost and the 
opportunity for members of the paper 
to act out aristocratic fantasies by 
throwing whale shark caviar at each 
other, which probably added a good two 
hundred bucks to each student’s tuition.
The night was wrapped up with 
a series of mock awards like “Worst 
Capilano Newspaper” and “Worst Paper 
Based on a Mountaintop,” all sent to 
a variety of our student newspaper 
rivals across the province, along with 
extremely nasty letters and photos of 
the Other Press crew flipping the bird at 
their campuses. By this point we were all 
pretty wasted on expensive champagne, 
so we all tried to award each other 
the “Worst Co-worker” trophy before 
getting into a fight on the SkyTrain. The 
Other Press would like to thank the 
students and staff of Douglas College 
for the opportunity to throw such a 
lavish and decadent celebration of our 
own greatness, even if we didn’t ask first 
and just kind of took the money. We 
are also legally obligated to apologize 
to the many restaurants we visited and 
multiple police departments that were 
called. We look forward to an even more 
successful awards ceremony next year.
Greg Waldock
Best Staff Writer 
öö Douglas College proven to have the best 
student newspaper after winning 36 trophies
The Other Press sweeps awards at The Other 
Press awards show
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Weekly Crossword: Music Edition
By Caroline Ho, Arts Editor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15
16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27
28 29 30
31 32 33
34 35 36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45 46
47 48 49
50 51 52 53 54
55 56 57 58 59
60 61 62
63 64 65
DOWN
1. Debussy's "Claire de __"
2. Leftmost piano pedal
3. Musical pitches
4. Summer, en français
5. Name for 12 popes
6. List-continuing abbr.
7. Give in to a demand
8. Neighbour of ENG, NIR, and WLS
9. Fast musical tempo
10. Song composed of multiple songs 
played one after the other
11. Zac of High School Musical
13. Plucking the 3rd string on a 
standard-tuned guitar, eg. (4 wds.)
14. What bands like Aerosmith and 
AC/DC play (3 wds.)
20. Cushion
22. Silent, in music
25. Sioux Falls' state
26. Genre of Jimmy Eat World and 
My Chemical Romance
28. Devotee
29. Mi, mi, mi
30. One, en français (fem.)
35. "Ha ha" internet acronym
36. Internal organs of an animal
37. Buenos Aires' country (abbr.)
38. Instruments like guitars or violins
39. Movie or video game music 
(abbr.)
40. Musical note-singing system
41. Halogen suffix
42. Portions of recordings used in 
other songs
43. German operatic composer 
Richard
44. Sharp, perceptive
45. Nickname for "grandmother"
46. Country code top-level domain 
for South Africa
47. Group of usually three or more 
notes sounded together
52. Suffix for many diseases
54. Dines
56. Opposite of NNE
58. However (abbr.)
59. UAE capital __ Dhabi
ACROSS
1. Old stringed instrument
5. Small, round vegetable
8. Identical
12. Single part of a whole
13. How high or low a note 
is
15. Treble or bass
16. Chris Cornell's "You 
Know My __"
17. City in Tuscany, Italy
18. Impatient response to a 
long internet post
19.  Mi, do, ti
20. Ballet: __ de deux
21. Specialized branch of 
the RCMP dealing with 
high-risk situations
23. "Don't Bring Me Down" 
(1979) band
24. Musee d'__ in Paris, 
France
26. Collection of Medieval 
Icelandic literature
27. Age group (abbr.)
28. Queen frontman
31. Commercials
32. Protagonist of The 
Matrix
33. Relating-to-wine prefix
34. Sodium's chemical 
symbol
35. Theatre box
37. Musical interlude, 
entr'__
38. "A needle pulling 
thread," according to The 
Sound of Music
40. Couch
41. Mildly annoy
42. Roads (abbr.)
43. Famous Classical 
composer (1st + last name)
47. Unit of energy (abbr.)
48. L'__ aux Meadows, 
Newfoundland
49. Savoury taste
50. Alphabetic trio in 
reverse
51. Parcel of land
52. Tom Cochrane's "Life __ 
_ Highway" (1991)
53. Location of Pacific 
Coliseum in Vancouver
55. Smallest American bills
57. Little Richard's "__ 
Frutti" (1955)
59. Seaweed
60. Rules (abbr.)
61. Moral standard
62. Dark red vegetable
63. Sketched
64. Greek Dawn goddess
65. American money (pl.)
Last week’s solutions
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5 6 2 1 8 4 9 7 3
9 8 3 7 5 2 1 4 6
4 1 7 6 3 9 2 8 5
6 2 8 9 1 7 5 3 4
1 5 4 8 2 3 7 6 9
3 7 9 4 6 5 8 1 2
2 3 6 5 7 1 4 9 8
8 4 1 2 9 6 3 5 7
7 9 5 3 4 8 6 2 1
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
No. 382 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough
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9 8 3 7 5 2 1 4 6
4 1 7 6 3 9 2 8 5
6 2 8 9 1 7 5 3 4
1 5 4 8 2 3 7 6 9
3 7 9 4 6 5 8 1 2
2 3 6 5 7 1 4 9 8
8 4 1 2 9 6 3 5 7
7 9 5 3 4 8 6 2 1
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by ntering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in th  next issue.
No. 382 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough
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